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When Detective Dickenson Left On 
Vacation, He Didn't Expect to Find... 
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CHAHITS GROVP. junior parlner ni a 
reputable firm of New Yi.rk impnners. 
had wiled from New Ynrk for Sooth 
America. Withm twelve hours a radio message 
was received I mm the liner. QaetH a} BrmlL 
Grove hiiil disappeared from die ship. His hat. 
vest and shOSS VCR found hv the rail nn The 
promenade rJCCJt, Nd messages sver* found in 
his stateroom, bin there was irn outcry nn deck 
and he was considered a suicide. 

Within another twelve hours Grove's bud* 
was washed ashore near 3 small fishing ttnva 
on the Jersey coast He had been strangled hs 
* piece ol heavy twine, germ/at, A Howard 
wiih whom he had had an altereaiiun was ar- 
rested and held aboard ihe liner. 

Grove's father hurried to the New Jersey 
fishing town and positively Identified the body. 
The h.ully h.ittered remains were immediately 
cremated. 
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Detective DfeW 
irdage niaiiufaitiir- 
ers in I'rul idelphia. lie also learned iliat such 
curd was neser used aboard an osean liner— and 
rh.it nune was being -hipped HI >outh Amend. 
Then he wrm vailing! 

At his second slop he found two li; lierna-n 
in their shack, (iking life euxy Ttaj were in a 
jovial mood, celebrating the fact thai tnev nt/ 
lunger need lish far a living lit the glow of the 
wme t hey r.i Iked I reels They were reads to sill 
nut their holdings, shack, nets, ecjuipnuni, 
vassl, everything, So Dickenson talkea shorn 
busing. Hi! talked price. He haggled over ihe- 
supplies, and learned thai Irons .1 new length 
id eord, like thai used in the killing, there v.. is 
missing just the -imunnt that had been wound 
tightly around (.irons neck! 

Dickenson shook hands with the fishermen. 

and leli ostensibly to gel ihe sash 111 pay down 
011 1 lie business, li didn't lake long. I le returned 



him: 



The question sobered the two fishermen. 
They .hum' together and lunged toward the ile- 
trtlive. Hut two m her figure* appeared sud- 



denly in the door. He had brought the State 
Police back with him. Finding themselves pris- 
Oners broke the nerve of the two men. The story 
they told was strange, but there was no reason 
to doubt it. It went back to the night the Queen 
ef Brazil sailed from New York. 

It had been nesting midnight. There was no 
moon- A fishing yawl scudded before the wind 
toward itf home port. There had been a long, 
hard day at the lobster traps, and the men were 
tired. The list two hours before darkness fell 
had been spent in checking the heavy deep- 
water nets and hauling in the catch. Now the 
two-man crew was lazing astern, letting the 
wind do the work. 

Suddenly a strong searchlight beam swept 
the length of the yawl, hesitated, then swung 
back. It focused amidships, and the two men 
sat up, blinking in the light as a fast yacht bore 
down on them.. 

His the look of a smuggler's craft." Oleson 
remarked 

"Ay don't lik* it." Jankholt. his companion. 
am we ted. 

They peered closely as the yacht drew near, 
in blight beam focused on them. The tea was 
choppy 'and the yawl was not making fast time. 

"Ahoy! You on the yawl! We're coming 
alongside!" 

Oleson shrugged and rose. He dropped 
bum per- tires overside as the yacht moved in. 
It seemed only a matter of seconds when there 
was a line aboard. Then two. The boats rolled 
in the trough of the sea. 

"Want to put a man aboard you. He's hurt 
bad," the skipper of the other craft said shortly. 
"We'll pay you a hundred dollars cash to take 
him ashore and get him to a hospital, He was 
in a fight. We can't afford to be involved." 

There was no chance to argue. Men brought 
the stretcher aboard and set it down in the well - 
of the aiterdeck. Jankhott gazed down blankly 
at the fistful of ten dollar bills in his hand as 
the yacht cast off. Its motors coughed, roared, 
and the craft sped away as swiftly as it bud 
come. 

"Let's hoist more sail and move." Jankholt 
said, slowly. "We can't just sit here. How s the 
sailor?" 



The two fishermen proceeded stolidl 
carry out the contract they had not nskcil 
They were not pleased, even though the m 
was welcome, 



But the sea was full of surprises th.it night. 
Twenty minutes later the two heard faint cries 
for help, and nosed the yawl to starboard. The 
cries grew closer, and within three minutes they 
hauled in e\hausted man from the water. The 
mint name was Grove. 

Grove rested on the afterdec'i. sipped a cup 
ol black coffee, and stared at the injured sailor. 
By the lime he had recovered his breath and a 
little strength, there was a convulsive move- 
ment on the stretcher. He and Jankholt leaned 
forward almost together. The fisherman took 
the man's pulse. It stopped. He shook his head. 

"He's dead! What do we do now?" 

Charlie Grove's t y ti narrowed. He si«d up 
the two fishermen, and felt they'd do almost 
anything to keep free of the police. 

"You guvs," he said, sharply, "ate in a iam!" 

Oleson ihook his head. "But we did ooth- 



Yet both men ■ ere worried There'd be ques- 
tions. Many question!. 

"I can get you out of it, easy." Grove said, 
"if you'll do "as I tay. And you can make some 
money, too. Low of money! How about it?" 

The two fishermen looked at each other with- 
out speaking. 



"Listen closely. My lather and I ate import- 
ers. We've had losses. 1 went overboard Irom 
the liner Queen o\ Brazil, tonight, intending 
to swim ashore. I was going to disappear, but 
this is better. This man is about my siie. He's 
dead. Put my clothes on him. Tie a strangling 
cord around his neck. Let him wash ashore. My 
father can come and identify the body, I II hide 
until we get the insurance money. You'll be 
out of your jam and I'll give each of you 
!5 ,000.00." 

Jankholt finished his narrative and looked 
up. There was terror in his eyes. He was in a 
jam ajain! 

Well, that was the end of the story uncovered 
by Detective Dickenson while on vacation, but. 
even though the identity of the dead man never 
was revealed, it wasn't the end of the case. The 
Groves, father nod von, were arrevied, tried. 

Found guilty ol Fraud and imtencnd to long 

term) in the punieuii.irv laokbolt and Oleson 
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